STUDY 12 – COLOSSIANS 4:7-18
SO FAR

Paul has written this letter to remind the Colossians of who they are “in Christ” and to urge them not to move away from him, and not to be swayed by the false teaching that has come into the church which seeks to add something else to Christ. He has reminded them of the greatness of Christ (1:15-20), of the fact that they have fullness in Him, and have been united to him. They are live now by recognising who they are in Him, by putting to death what belongs to their earthly sinful nature, and by putting on the behaviour of Christ as they live out their identity in the church, in the home, and in the world.
THIS SECTION

As is common in Paul’s letters, he concludes with a list of greetings to and from individuals. It would be easy to skim through this list, but it contains many interesting features which relate to the message of the letter, and the life changing power of the gospel 
NOTES

7. Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow-servant in the Lord.8. I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.  

Tychicus was sent to the Colossians with the letter, and to bring them news of Paul. Paul wants the Colossians to greet him as they would greet Paul himself or one of their own number – notice how he describes him. In the context of the whole letter it is unsurprising that Paul calls him a fellow servant “in the Lord”. 
Biblically encouragement is more than just saying nice things. It is a spurring people on in the faith, making sure people do not quit. This has been the purpose of the letter, and Tychicus has the particular responsibility to do this personally for the Colossians. He is not simply a postman! 
9. He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.

Accompanying Tychicus is Onesimus, who came from Colossae. We learn from the letter to Philemon that he is a converted runaway slave who Paul returns home and encourages his master to accept him back. 
Once we know that, this verse becomes far more significant. Onesimus is described as a “faithful and dear brother”. Although he is a slave, he is described in the same way as all the other Colossians (see 1:2). This is a practical application of 3:11.
10. My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabus. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 

Paul is not the only one in prison for the gospel, Aristarchus is as well. He had been a companion of Paul throughout the latter chapters of Acts. He greets the Colossians in a display of brotherly love.
Paul also sends greetings from Mark who may visit the Colossians. It has been assumed that the comment Paul makes is necessary because the Colossians would have heard about Mark’s desertion and Paul’s criticism of him (see Acts 15:38), but that is speculation. It may simply be that the Colossians had never met him before.

11. Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my fellow-workers for the kingdom of God, and they proved a comfort to me.

In this verse we see the uniting power of the gospel. Amongst Paul’s companions are gentile and Jews. These men mentioned are Jews who have come to faith in Jesus Christ, and are now working for the “kingdom of God” which Christ has inaugurated. As well as doing this work they were a comfort to Paul – another sign of the humanness of the apostle.
12. Epaphrus, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.
Paul sends greetings from Epaphrus, the one who first brought the gospel to the Colossians (see 1:7), and who is identified here as a Colossian himself. Like Paul, he is not just content that they accepted the message, but he wants to see them standing firm (not wavering away to follow the false teachers), mature and fully assured (i.e. knowing the riches of what they have in Christ). This matches Paul’s desire for the Colossians (see 1:28-2:2). 
13. I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.

Although Epaphrus is far from the Colossians geographically, he can be described as “working hard for them” because he is “wrestling in prayer” for them. These phrases show the value, but also the difficulty of prayer. 
His work extends to the other churches in that region of Turkey – in Hierapolis and Laodicea. 

14. Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.

Luke is the man who wrote the gospel and Acts, who at this point was travelling with Paul. 

Demas is a sad warning to us. At this point he is a close companion with Paul, but in 2 Tim 4:9-12 he is said to have deserted Paul because he loved this world. We must never become complacent. This shows the significance of the entire letter to the Colossians and the need for warnings like 1:23.  
15. Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 16. After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.
God has not preserved the letter to the Laodiceans for us, but it does show us that Paul had a wider writing ministry than just the letters we have access to. 
17. Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord.”

We don’t know what task Archippus has been given, but the apostle wants to urge him on in completing it. 
18. I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 

Paul’s common practice was to dictate his letter to a scribe (possibly Timothy here – see 1:1), and at the end write in his own handwriting to authenticate it. 
His final plea is for the Colossians to remember his chains. This stirs as a stimulus to prayer for Paul, but also for passion for Christ and the gospel, for which Paul is imprisoned. The message of Christ alone brings persecution and suffering, as well as salvation. Any diluting of this message also dilutes the persecution – but puts salvation in jeopardy.
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

A tricky passage to write study questions for! Don’t go through it verse by verse – this might get laborious. 
As the leader, in preparation read my notes (above) and pick out things which interest you and perhaps ask

· What do we learn about Paul from this list?

· What do we learn about the Colossians?

· What do we learn about the gospel? (Look up other refs to Onesimus in NT and Demas)

Then it would be good to spend some time on some summary questions drawing together the whole book

· What have you learnt about Jesus Christ from Colossians?

· What have you learnt about how to live the Christian life from Colossians?

· What have you learnt about Christian service (ministry and evangelism)  from Colossians?

· If you had to summarise the message of this book in one of two sentences, what would you say?  

· Why do you think the letter to the Colossians is particularly relevant to the church in the 21st century? In what areas of our life do we particularly need to heed its teaching? 
Spend some time praying about what you have learnt. 

