STUDY 2 - COLOSSIANS 1:9-14

So Far

Paul has begun the letter by giving thanks for the clear evidence that the gospel has taken root in the lives of the Colossians – the faith in Christ Jesus and the love for all the saints which flows from the hope they have. He has underlined the fact that the gospel they received was the true gospel. Now Paul continues in prayer for the Colossians.

This Section

Paul’s prayerful desires for the Colossians are not disconnected from the rest of the letter.  Through what he prays, he is subtly correcting the emphases of the false teachers in Colossae which he will speak about in chapter 2. These verses teach us about how we grow as Christians, about what our salvation involves, and how to pray for fellow believers. Remember Paul is praying for a church he has never met personally (see 2:1) – how much more then should we be praying these things for one another!
Notes 

9.For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding

Paul is not content that the Colossians have become Christians. He wants them to grow, and he assumes that Christian growth is possible. Paul has been regularly praying for their growth as Christians since he heard about them.
What the Colossians need is to be filled with “the knowledge of his [God’s] will”. They need to know what God would have them do. This request and the next statement “through all spiritual wisdom and understanding” may sound very mysterious but it’s important we read on to the next verses to let Paul explain himself. He’s not asking that the Colossians receive special words and pictures from the Lord showing them the future.
10. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.
“Knowledge of God’s will” is needed so they can live as people “in Christ”, living up to His name, pleasing Him, and being fruitful (this does not simply mean that Paul wants them to be prosperous, but to bear real spiritual fruit as they do what God has called them to do – see Eph 2:10, Gal 5:22, and John 15:4. We bear this fruit as we know God better.
And notice that as we live in obedience to God we grow in our knowledge of God. There is a continuing cycle here. As God reveals his will to us, we obey it, and as a result we know him better. To know God is not simply to know what he says – we only grow in our knowledge of him as we obey. 
11. being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12. giving thanks to the Father
Paul’s next prayer for the Colossians is for power. This is an exciting prayer! We’d all love access to the power of God – the power that created the world and that rose Jesus from the dead. We’d all love that power – to do miracles, to impress the world. 
But what Paul says next may take us by surprise. We need this incredible power for “endurance” and “patience” and to “joyfully give thanks to him”. This is humbling, yet it is realistic. We need access to the power that brought back Jesus from the dead simply to keep going as Christians, to wait on God, and to praise him. This reveals the depth of our sin, yet it is an encouragement – because God promises to give it to us. We must pray the same thing, if we don’t we are revealing our self dependence and lack of trust in God.

, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,14. in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

This is the reason we “joyfully give thanks to the Father”. 
Paul talks us about being “qualified” for salvation because this was the language of the false teachers. See 2:18. They were saying you were “disqualified” from salvation if you didn’t worship angels etc. Paul says “No!”, God the Father has qualified you to share in his inheritance which is given to the “saints” (all who are “in Christ” – see vs 2 in the ESV) because it is Christ’s and we are united to him. 
The images of “light” and “darkness” are common images in the New Testament to express the total difference between belonging to Christ and not belonging to Christ. If we are Christians we have moved from one to the other. Notice the past tense, this HAS already happened. The new kingdom is the kingdom of “the Son he loves”. It is Christ’s kingdom, so we must not move away from him. 
Notice in these verses how full our salvation is. It involves forgiveness of sins (vs 14), transfer into a new kingdom under Christ (vs 13), and the waiting for an inheritance (vs 12). You cannot have one of these things without the others.
Suggested Questions
What is the first thing Paul prays for the Colossians (vs 9)?

Why might we want to know God’s will? Why does Paul say we need to know it? (vs 10)

Trace the pattern of Christian growth that Paul draws out in verse 10. 
Why might we want to be “strengthened with all power”? Why does Paul say we need that?

Why is this both humbling and encouraging?

What has the Father done for us that should lead us to give thanks to him (vs 12-13)? Discuss the different things involved in our salvation.
