STUDY 7 – COLOSSIANS 3:1-4
SO FAR

In chapters 1 and 2 Paul has been teaching the reality of the church’s unity with Christ, and the foolishness of moving away from him. In 2:16-25 he has highlighted some of the false teachings about living the Christian life that the Colossians have to contend with, and now he stresses the positive way to live and grow as people united to Christ.
THIS SECTION

This study is deliberately short in terms of amount of verses because it is so central to the whole letter. Paul stresses positively how we are to live the Christian life, and it is it through recognising who we are and where we are (united to Christ who is seated at the right hand of God) and by setting our hearts and thoughts on him, recognising that who we really are will only fully be revealed when Christ comes again. 
NOTES

1. Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

Although this is a new chapter in our bibles, Paul is continuing his argument from chapter 2. We do not grow as Christians by submitting to earthly rules (2:20-23), instead we recognise that we are united to Christ having died with him, and so have been raised with him (remember 2:6-15). As Sinclair Ferguson has put it –

“All that Jesus has done for us belongs to us in such a way that we can say we are with him in all he is and does”.

Paul can describe our resurrection with Christ as being a past act. Our link with this present earthly (sinful) order have already been severed, and we are now linked to a new and heavenly order. 

However we are not perfect yet so as we live this out in the world and in our earthly bodies we must “set our hearts” (or simply “seek” – desire and pursue) “things above”, which Paul defines as “where Christ is seated”. We are to seek Christ, pursue him, rather than the things the false teachers are seeking in 2:16-25. The more we pursue him the more we will become like him in every area of life. The rest of chapters 3 and 4 will show that this is not an airy-fairy heavenly mindedness which has no connection to the reality of life.

2. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

As in Romans 12, Paul tells us that a key to Christian maturity lies in the mind. We must think of Christ. This is not stressing our intelligence level, but our mindset – do we prize Christ? Do we think about him? Do we love him most? Or is our mind full of this worlds values? 
3. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

Again, the reason for the actions of verses 1 and 2 is given. We don’t do those things to gain acceptance with God, but because we are already new people. We have died – to the old life, to the world (as it is defined in the bible as being opposed to God). 

Our new life is “hidden” – just as not everyone recognised who Christ truly was, the same will be true for us. However, God knows.
4. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
This “hiddeness” will not be forever. One day who we really are will be fully revealed, as who Christ is will be fully revealed. One day Christ and us will appear in glory. Notice again how close the unity is between Christ and his people “Christ, who is your life”.
There is great re-assurance in verses 3 and 4. We could not be any more secure than being “hidden with Christ”. Our salvation is certain. Our future is certain.  
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

How do these 4 verses relate to what has gone before (particularly 2:16-25)?

What are we told about our identity in these verses?
· What has happened to us? Why?

· Where are we now?

What do we do now? 

What are the “things above” we are to set our minds and hearts on? 

Practically, how do we do this? 

Is it obvious who we are at the moment (vs 3)? 

When will we be seen to be the people we really are (vs 4)? 
What difference does knowing the truths in verses 3 and 4 make to our lives now?

